
 

 

Dear Planning Committee Member / Substitute Member  
 
Re: Planning Application Ref:S/3372/17/CW  
 
As the convenor of South Cambridgeshire Green Party, I wish to register our 
objection to the proposal to build an ‘Energy From Waste’ plant near 
Waterbeach.  
Green Party policy proposes a clear hierarchy of waste treatments, with reuse 
first, followed by recycling and composting, followed by treating the residual 
waste in non-polluting ways that produce useful products and the least 
possible quantity of inert material for landfill. Large-scale incineration of 
residual waste is dangerously polluting, and creates a toxic final product for 
landfill. Furthermore, it is important not to enter into long-term contracts which 
require large minimum volumes of waste, and so create an incentive to 
maintain or increase the size of the overall waste stream. We are therefore 
opposed to the creation of new waste incinerators on principle. The following 
points outline some of our specific concerns with the Waterbeach proposal:  

• Pollution of air, water and soil. There are serious unaddressed concerns 
over the potential impacts of pollution from this plant on human health 
and on the wider environment. Amey Cespa have so far failed to 
provide adequate reassurance that small toxic particles will be 
effectively filtered out of the incinerator emissions, or that satisfactory 
monitoring will be carried out. Further concerns include the prospect of 
accumulation of toxins in the soil over the lifetime of the incinerator, and 
the risk of breaches leading to pollution of local watercourses.  

• Increase in road traffic. HGVs will bring waste to the plant (including 
waste imported from outside the county to meet the needs of the 
incinerator) and will remove the toxic ash to a hazardous waste plant. 
The impact of these journeys on the local area, including on air quality, 
need to be taken into account. 

• Water use. The proposed plant will require a constant supply of water. 
How much will be required, and where will this be sourced from? Are 
there any anticipated impacts on local water levels? Have climate 
change projections been taken into account? 

• Impacts on wildlife. There has not been adequate surveying carried out 
to assess the presence of endangered animals and plants within the 
area which would be impacted by the plant. The possible cumulative 
effect of small particulate heavy metals on local ecology has not been 
assessed. The important and sensitive habitat of Wicken Fen is within 
the expected fallout of the incinerator. 

• Visual impact on the landscape. The planned 80 metre chimney will 
have an unacceptable impact on the unique Fen landscape. 



 

 

• Light pollution. The plant will operate 24 hours a day. Have the potential 
impacts of light pollution on people and wildlife been assessed? 

• Reduction in recycling rates. The ultimate goal of waste management 
policy should be zero waste. If this incinerator is built, it will create a 
demand for waste, reducing the incentive to recycle.  

• Lack of consultation. The public consultation on this plan fell over 
Christmas, which is likely to have significantly reduced engagement. 
There has been only one public meeting, with only a week’s notice 
given, and no independent speakers in attendance. Little effort appears 
to have been made to make the proposals (thousands of pages of 
technical writing) accessible to non-experts.  Many local residents have 
only become aware of the proposals and the arguments against them 
through the efforts of campaign groups such as Cambridge Without 
Incineration. 

South Cambridgeshire District Council have already voted to reject this 
proposal. I urge you to do the same at your upcoming Planning Committee 
meeting. 
Yours faithfully 

 
 
 
 

Simon Saggers 
Convenor, South Cambridgeshire Green Party 
 
  
  


